
Elevation 2017 
Elective Names and Description 
Key 
NL – New Leader CM – Childrens Ministry GM – General Ministry  YM – Youth Ministry  *new elective for 2017 

 
SESSION 1 – 75mins 
Type No. Elective Description Trainer 
NL 1. Leadership 101 Discover and discuss the basics of ministry leadership. Discover 

what a leader is & how to disciple young people in your sphere of 
influence. 

Juliette Warnes | LYQ Leadership 
Trainer 
 

CM 2. Opening the Bible with children Creative ways to break open Scripture with people of all ages to 
nurture a love of the Bible. 
 

Carole Danby | Biblical 
Storyteller and member of 
Evangelisation Brisbane, Catholic 
Archdiocese of Brisbane 

CM 3. *Children in Church – Practical 
Thoughts on Participation 

Here we will be thinking about the place of children in church, and 
how they are can participate. We will be putting ourselves in their 
shoes, and thinking about how we can help children in church. 

Stephen Urmston | Children & 
Families Minister, St Bart’s 
Toowoomba 

CM 4. *Exploring ways to make Sunday 
School relevant to modern day 
families. 

With life so busy and demanding, what might help families get up 
on a Sunday morning and bring their children to Sunday School? 
Together we’ll explore some ideas on engaging children in an 
interactive way (resources, learning styles and multiple 
intelligences); building meaningful links with families and helping 
to resource them to deal with the complexities of family life; and 
sharing a vision and building teams of volunteers. 

Liz Wellauer | Children's Ministry 
Coordinator and Sunday School 
Facilitator 
St Andrew's Anglican Church, 
South Brisbane 

GM 5. Do what Matters! Discover how both home and church can partner together in passing 
on the faith to both children and families, by looking at Grow 
Ministries 10 guiding principles. Based on Deuteronomy 6, this 
workshop will explore the guiding principles for effective child, 
youth and family ministry, and how these ideas and resources can 
be used and shared in your ministry context. 

Vicki Rochow | Resource 
Coordinator, Grow Ministries 



GM 6. *Dealing with Problem Behaviours We all have 'behaviour' and sometimes it can get in the way of 
having successful relationships with others. This workshop 
explores behaviour for all of us and also for those for whom life 
presents a challenge. 

Margit Hubbers | Retired 
Learning Support/Special Needs 
Teacher 

YM 7. The Great Young Adult Challenge Every church struggles with young adult ministry. It is seen as one 
of the most difficult areas to do significant ministry into. 
Recognising the unique and individual challenges of young adult 
ministry this elective will combine an open Q&A environment, 
along with some concrete takeaway teaching on young adult 
ministry.  Come with your questions and struggles and be ready to 
help others with theirs.  

Tom Schmidt | LYQ Young Adult 
Ministry Coordinator 

YM 8. *Cyber Safety: What Everyone Needs 
to Know 

‘Staying safe online’ is essential knowledge for parents, teachers 
and everyone working with young people today. Rob Priddey was a 
member of the Qld Police Service’s renowned Taskforce Argos and 
is now the Manager (Cybersafety and Reputation Management) 
within the IT  branch of the Qld Govt Dept of Education and 
Training.  Rob is keen to share his expertise in both the 
fundamentals of online safety as well as the latest forms of cyber-
danger. 

Rob Priddey | Manager, 
Cybersafety + Reputation 
Management at Department of 
Education and Training 
(Queensland) 

YM 9. *Sent – Seeking the Orphans of God Beyond techniques, the latest courses and gimmicks discover how 
to do effective youth evangelism in Australia today 

Dean Eaton | LCA Church 
Planting Mentor & Mission 
Facilitator 

SESSION 2 – 75mins 
  Elective Description Trainer 
NL 1. Leading Effective Small Groups Learn how to prepare & lead a small group. Includes tips on 

managing personalities & building positive and meaningful 
relationships. 

Juliette Warnes | LYQ Leadership 
Trainer 
 

CM 2. Creative ways to Pray the Bible 
 

Participants will be treated to a variety of simple ways to engage 
children in prayer based on Bible stories and will learn some simple 
craft ideas to enhance prayer. 

Carole Danby | Biblical 
Storyteller and member of 
Evangelisation Brisbane, Catholic 
Archdiocese of Brisbane 

CM 3. *Teaching Hard Ideas to Children In this elective, we are going to work hard to work out what it 
means to be clear, but not simplistic. Children wonderfully ask 
hard questions. It’s our role to thoughtfully answer their question, 

Stephen Urmston | Children & 
Families Minister, St Bart’s 
Toowoomba 



whilst also being faithful to scripture. We will start with a simple 
verse, and extend that then to some harder questions. 

CM 4. *Intro to Children’s Ministry Jesus said, "let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them...." Everyone in your church is involved in children's ministry, 
for better or worse, so how do we aim for better? How do we aim 
for BEST? Come along and find out how to grow these little people 
into disciples of Christ, for… “to such as these belongs the kingdom 
of heaven”. 

Rev Simon Keith, Children's 
Ministry Leader, Anglican Church 
of Noosa. 

GM 5. *Intergenerational Worship For many years churches have exiled children into separate spaces 
during worship. In this elective we will explore the benefits of 
having all generations together in worship and identify some 
practical ways that you can engage and involve every age in 
worship.   

Ps Matt Thiele | Senior Pastor, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Buderim 

GM 6. *Memes, sexting and trolling – 
Ministry in a Digital Age 

Chock full of practical examples, scenario discussions and tips you 
can really use. This session will help you sharpen your 
communication skills, get you thinking creatively about method 
and content, and make you think twice about your next Facebook 
post – so you can bend the Internet to your will in ministry. 

 

Steve Molkentin | Digital Youth 
Discipleship Project Officer, 
Uniting Church in Australia – 
QLD Synod 

YM 7. Making Sex Great Again We live in a culture where sex is as ordinary and common as going 
to a theme park… where it’s value has been brought down to 
something that is ‘fun to do’ and ‘not a big deal’. The church has 
been caught out in our over sexualised culture and often struggles 
to know how to respond in a meaningful way… either the church 
ignores it or it makes people feel guilty for what they’ve done. In 
this session, Tom will explore the true & rich gift of sexual identity 
that the church has to give its young people, how we can engage 
our culture in a meaningful conversation around sexual identity & 
activity and how we can make sex great once more. 

Tom Schmidt | LYQ Young Adult 
Ministry Coordinator 

YM 8.  *Making the Most of Girl's Ministry 

 

How do we connect with girls in this social media saturated 
society? Explore tips on how to set up and run effective and 
meaningful groups in the ministry setting. 

Rosie Thomas | Youth Chaplain, 
Grace Lutheran College, Rothwell 

 



YM 9.  *Youth Begins with Y Understanding why you are here shapes your identity, gives you 
purpose and creates passion to respond to God’s calling for your 
life.   
 

Carl Eckermann | Ministry 
Development Worker, Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church, 
Rochedale 

SESSION 3 – 75mins  
  Elective Description Trainer 
NL 1. Sharing Faith on a LYQ Camp Explore the key foundations of Lutheran theology and learn how to 

share your faith without switching teenagers off! 
 

Ps Matt Thiele | Senior Pastor, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Buderim 

CM 2. Awesome Children’s Addresses Why do you need a children’s address? What’s the purpose and 
when is it unhelpful?! Join us as we wrestle with these questions 
plus more, and consider the components that make an Awesome 
Children’s Address! 

Miss June Balfour | Teacher, 
Writer & Performer 
 

CM 3. *Home is church, too. Home matters.  Parental faith and influence matters. Faith family 
practices matter.  We have four decades of research to prove it! 
Discover how four simple ideas can make a big difference in the 
faith lives of children and young people.  Come and see how fun 
and easy it is to implement these things in your home and with 
your family, you’ll leave inspired to give it a go.  It’s easy. 
 

Rachel Schilling | Resource 
Curator & Congregational 
Mentor for Grow Ministries & 
Sunday school teacher and 
Playgroup Coordinator for 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Buderim 

CM 4. *Ministry with Boys - Building 
Foundations 

Ministry with Boys - Building Foundations is a workshop that 
explores how to reach and engage with boys of all walks of life 
successfully. No matter whether the boys you are ministering to 
are a part of your faith community or boys you have contact with 
in the wider community, the principles you will learn through this 
workshop will build a foundation on which you can inspire, teach, 
encourage and influence young boys in their direction for life and 
faith.  

Jeremy Couch | YCF Minister, 
Buderim 

GM 5. Enabling young people to find God in 
pop culture 

Kids spend hours consuming movies, TV and video games every 
week. What if they had the skills to see where God regularly breaks 
through into that world? Develop the skills to help kids do just 
that. Oh, and watch lots of video clips! 

Jonathan Sargeant | Lay 
Education Officer for the ACSQ 
and film reviewer for FOCUS 
magazine. 

GM 6. How to Plan a Camp Want to know how to plan a camp? Whether it be a church camp, 
holiday Camp or any other camp – this is the session for you! Come 
and learn about crisis management, the role of a camp director, 

Rebecca Miegel | LYQ Events 
Coordinator & Expert Team 



how to set up a camp, programming, working with a team and 
planning activities.  

YM 7. Conversations that Change Lives So much of our effort in running a youth ministry focuses on the 
program or the small group study. But this isn’t always where the 
real impact of the Gospel happens. Often, the most significant 
conversations and moments of impact happen in the margins 
around all the other things we program for. How can you become 
intentional in those times to firstly recognise the opportunities and 
then learn how to engage in conversations that lead people into 
the heart of Christ to be impacted by his grace. 

Tom Schmidt | LYQ Young Adult 
Ministry Coordinator 

YM 8. The Big Issues – Boys Uncover the ’Big’ issues that teenage boys wrestle with today and 
discover the role you can play in supporting, encouraging and 
empowering them in their struggle. 

Craig Thomas | College 
Counsellor, Faith Lutheran 
College, Redlands   

YM 9. *Starting Something New If you’ve ever tried to get a community on board with a new idea, 
you’ll know why it’s called an "uphill battle”. We’ll talk about 
breaking down the battle into bitesize, achievable chunks. We’ll 
explore the Diffusion of Innovation Bell Curve to teach people that 
Rome wasn’t built in a day.   
 

Carl Eckermann | Ministry 
Development Worker, Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church, 
Rochedale 

SESSION 4 – 75mins 
  Elective Description Trainer 
D 1. LYQ Camp Directors  Come for some masterclasses to learn more about behaviour 

management, advanced crisis management, working with a 
leadership team, project management, dorm wraps, how to create 
a good program and much more! For current LYQ camp directors 
and those interested in directing in the future.  

Rebecca Miegel | LYQ Events 
Coordinator & Expert Team 

CM 2. Important Stuff – Journeying 
into Kids Ministry 
 

Whether going well or struggling, Kids Ministries go through 
different seasons. Opportunity will be given to share ideas, stories 
and resources about Kids Ministries.  Be encouraged and celebrate 
- God is at work in our kids’ lives! What a privilege to be a part of 
it! This elective was last presented in 2015.  

Sarah Kubenk | Children Ministry 
Worker, St Marks Lutheran 
Church, Mt Gravatt 

CM 3. *Developing Young Leaders Tools and tips on developing young leaders for children's ministry. 
From observation to active leadership, discover what you can do to 
uncover the leadership potential in our next generation. 
 

Rhonda Soltes | Children's 
Ministry Coordinator, Sunnybank 
Anglican Parish 



CM 4. *Cross+Generational Ministry—Why 
is this so important? 

Congregations are rediscovering the importance of 
cross+generational faith formation and relationship-building and 
making it a defining characteristic of their congregational life. Join 
this workshop to learn and discuss together how you can involve 
the different generations in faith practices and congregational life. 

Jodi Brook | National Director, 
Grow Ministries 

GM 5. *Game On Brand new games and activities to play with your youth group or 
on camp. Learn how to effectively run awesome games! 

Reilly Brown | Leader at Beyond 
Church, Murrumba Downs 

GM 6. Mental Health First Aid 
 

Recognise & provide immediate care to those with mental health 
struggles (ie. depression, anxiety etc), and connect them with on-
going professional support. 

Craig Thomas | College 
Counsellor, Faith Lutheran 
College, Redlands   

YM 7. *Youth: We are the Church We live In a time where church attendance among young adults 
and youth is in decline. We will look at how young people see 
"church" as well as practical ways in which we can help them be 
the church.  

Joost Nennie | Associate Lay 
Minister, Anglican Church 
Nambour & Renee Mathews | 
Youth Leader, Anglican Church 
Nambour 

YM 8. *Creating Inspiring Devotions In ‘Creating Inspiring Devotions’ we will unpack a number of ways 
that we can piece together an inspiring message when creating our 
own devotions. We will explore how to collect and store ideas and 
how we can let these marinate and develop into inspiring words 
that will invite others to participate in God’s kingdom in the here 
and now. 

Jesse Miegel | Teacher, Faith 
Lutheran College, Redlands 

YM 9. *Applying Research for Effective 
Youth Ministry 

As a youth leader, do you ever wonder if you’re on the right track? 
Or what other youth groups around Australia or overseas are 
doing? While every group is different, there is value in knowing 
something about major research projects and the statistics that 
emerge.  Jonathan and Erica will take you through high quality 
research from around Australia and abroad, including the recent 
“Growing Young” findings from the Sticky Faith team, to 
understand young people better and equip you with updated 
knowledge to make your youth ministry more effective. 
 

Erica Skerman | Diocesan Camps 
Coordinator, Youth, Children and 
Families Ministry for the 
Anglican Church Southern 
Queensland & Jonathan Kemp | 
Director of Youth, Children and 
Families Ministry for the 
Anglican Church Southern 
Queensland 

 


